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ha THIS BOOK AS A GUIDE IN STUDY 


You will find that with every lesson the reference is given for 


The the memory text. This might well be called the key to the lesson, 
Memory for it has in it the truth that the story is meant to teach. As the 
Text name shows, this verse is to be committed to memory, and as you 


learn it you should make certain not only that you can say the words, 
but also that you understand what they mean. Probably the best plan for learn- 
ing the memory text easily and well is first to read and then repeat it two or three 
times every day when you do your Bible reading. 


This is a short reading from the Bible for each day of the week, 
A Daily and, like the memory texts, these readings are to help in making the 
Message truth of the lesson plain. You will find im these references some of 
from the — the most beautiful and helpful passages of God’s Word. Read them 
Word for carefully “with the spirit and with the understanding also,” and when 
You you find one that you think will be especially helpful to you mark 
it in your Bible. 
This is the center of everything, and unless you read these verses 
The Lesson early in the week it will not be possible for you to understand the 


Story full meaning of the rest of your reading or to see how it all fits to- 
gether. 

After you have read the lesson story look over the questions and 

To Test see if you can answer them. In that way you will be able to tell 

Your whether you have the facts of the story in mind, and if you find 


Knowledge that you cannot answer any question that is a sure sign that you 
of the Story should read the story again. 


Sometimes it is necessary for you to know something that 

To Make happened between the last story and the one for the day. In that 
the Story case you will find the connecting story printed in your Work Book 
Plain before the lesson story is given, and that means that you should 
read it before you read the story. At other times something js 

needed to explain some part of the story, and when that happens the explanation 
follows the story. Occasionally facts are given about the places mentioned. 


You will find it helpful to study these, and as you study to look up the places 
on the map. 
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With some of the lessons you will find questions which are given 
Thought to help you to think out for yourself what the lesson is meant to teach, 
Questions and to find how you can take that truth out into your everyday life. 
Study these “Thought Questions” carefully, answer them clearly, and 

try faithfully to be a “doer of the Word.” 


It is always helpful to associate the place where the story 

Maps occurred with the story. To make it possible for you to do this 

the maps are given in the picture sheet. If you have maps in the 

back of your Bible it will be a help to you in mastering Bible geography if as you 
study you will use those as well as the maps furnished with the lessons. 


The part of the book which is to be your own workmanship 
Notebook begins on page 13. You will find that you can make that page very 
Work — pretty if you color the design. The next two pages are left blank for 

a map and a picture. The poem on page 16 is for you to make your 
own by learning the one of the two verses which applies to you. In the picture 
sheet you will find illustrations for every lesson, and it will make your book look 
much more attractive when it is finished if you use them; but if you prefer to 
keep all-the space in your notebook for writing, you may do so. Of course, you 
will always: wish to use the large pictures, like that of Jerusalem and of the 
Moabite Stone, for if those are left out you will have blank pages in your book, 
which will make it look unfinished. 

Remember that your book is called a Book of Deeds. Do not attempt to 
tell the full story of every lesson, but simply write down the things that were 
done. For instance, take the first lesson. The full story of Solomon going to 
Gibeon, and what happened there, would be quite long; but a short statement of 
what was done might be given in this way: Solomon goes to Gibeon to offer sac- 
rifices. In a dream he hears God say, Ask what I shall give thee. Solomon asks 
‘for wisdom. God promises wisdom and also riches and honor. Solomon goes 
back to Jérusalem and offers sacrifices of thanksgiving. 

In doing this work do not be satisfied with anything less than your best. 
“There are six things that bring success: the first is the will to work, and the 
other five are work.” Determine in the beginning to do this work and do it well, 
and then keep at it until it is done. 
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LESSON 14 
SOLOMON’S WISE CHOICE 


Memory Text: Proverbs 9: 10 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 
An answer to the question 
“What is wisdom?” Job 
28 : 28. 
How much is wisdom 
worth if one could buy it? 
Proverbs 8: 10, 11. 
Wednesday. How may one get wis- 
dom? Proverbs 2: 1-6. 
What may we learn from 
the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, and 
the fish of the sea? Job 
12: 7-10. 
What do the sun, moon, and 
stars teach us about God? 
Psalm 19:1, 2. 
Saturday. God, who has all wisdom, 
will give it liberally to 


Monday. 


Tuesday. 


Thursday. 


Friday. 


those who ask. James 
119.55 

Sunday. A prayer for wisdom. 
Psalm 90: 12, 


THE STORY OF THE LAST PUBLIC ACT 
OF KING DAVID 

In your last lesson you read what 
the book of Kings has to say of the 
end of the life of King David. There 
is another story in the first book of 
Chronicles which says that before his 
death David called the princes of 
Israel, the officers of the army, and 
other leaders in the kingdom to meet 


in Jerusalem. When they were all 
gathered before him he said to them 
something like this: “Hear me, my 
brethren, and my people: I had hoped 
that I might build a beautiful temple 
for the Lord our God, and had made 
ready for the building; but the honor 
of doing this work is not to be mine. 
God has said that my son Solomon 
shall build the temple, and has prom- 
ised that his kingdom shall be estab- 
lished forever, if he be constant to 
do the commandments of the Lord.” 
Then turning to Solomon, David said, 
“Now therefore, in the sight. of. all 
Israel, the assembly of Jehovah, and 
in the audience of our God, observe 
and seek out all the commandments 
of Jehovah your God.” And then 
follows the command which was the 
Memory text for our last lesson 
(1 Chronicles 28: 9a). 

David also had something to say to 
the leaders of the people, for he 
wanted them to be faithful to the 
new king and help him in his work. 
He reminded them that Solomon was 
young, and that the work he had to 
do was very great, since the house 
was not meant as a dwelling for man, 
but was for the Lord God. He told 
them that he had made ready gold 
and silver, brass and precious stones, 
and many other things that would be 


~ 
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needed for the building, and then he 
asked what they were willing to give 
for the Lord’s house. That was a 
day of great joy, for the story says, 
“Then the people reioiced, for that 
they offered willingly, because with a 
perfect heart they offered willingly to 
Jehovah: and David the king also 
rejoiced with great joy.” Read in 
1 Chronicles 29: 10-19 the prayer with 
which David closed the great offering 
service of that day. You will wish 
also to read the rest of the verses in 
that chapter, because they give the 
end of the story. 


THE LESSON STORY 


After the death of his father, David, 
Solomon goes to Gibeon to offer sacri- 
fices. 1 Kings 3:4. 

In a dream Solomon hears God say- 
ing, “Ask what I shall give thee.” 
1 Kings 3: 5. 

Solomon asks for wisdom that he 
may rule the people justly. 1 Kings 
3: 6-9. 

In the dream Solomon hears God 
promise to give more than he has 
asked. 1 Kings 3: 10-15. 


THE PLACE OF THE STORY 


You will see when you look at the 
picture for this lesson, showing Gibeon 
as it is to-day, that the city was built 
on a hill. In the days before the 
temple was built, sacrifices were offered 
in many parts of the land, and always 
some “high place,” or hill, was chosen 


for the purpose. Gibeon, the story 
tells us, was ‘‘the great high place,” 
but we do not read of any sacri- 
fices being offered there after this 
time. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 

Who went to Gibeon with Solomon? 
(Read 2 Chronicles 1:2, 3.) 

Tell of the dream which Solomon 
had that night in Gibeon. 

For what did the young king ask? 

What things were promised to him 
for which he did not ask? 


THOUGHT QUESTIONS 

Solomon asked for wisdom that he 
might know how to do his work in 
the very best way. Do you need 
wisdom that you may do your work 
well? 

Suppose you were to pray for wisdom 
and then neglect your lessons at school; 
would God give you wisdom? 

How does God help those who pray 
for help and then do all that they can 
themselves? 


NOTEBOOK WORK 


Put the map of Palestine on page 
14. Using the scale of miles on the 
map, find out how long a journey 


Solomon took when he went from 


Jerusalem to Gibeon. Before you 
begin your notebook work read the 
suggestions on pages 2 and 3, where 
you will find something that may be 
helpful to you for this lesson. 
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: 

| LESSON 15 

| SOLOMON BUILDS THE TEMPLE 
Memory Text: 2 Chronicles 2: 4a 


| A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD |; Solomon pays for the wood in oil 
yopyoU ' and wheat. 1 Kings 5:11, 12. 
Monday. The reason why there is Solomon hears the word of the 
no other building made by Lord telling him of something more 
man that is as sacred as important even than the great temple 
a church. 2 Chronicles he is building. 1 Kings 6: 11-14. 
2:5. ya 
Tuesday. Gifts for God’s house CEDARS OF LEBANON 
should be made gladly. The reason why Solomon sent to 
2 Corinthians 9:7. Hiram for cedar was that in Palestine 
Wednesday. Every one who truly there were no forests with tall trees of 
wishes to give may give large size such as would be needed for 
something. 2 Corin- .a building like the temple. The 
thians 8: 12. mountains of Lebanon, in those days, 
Thursday. One of God’s promises to were covered with great forests of 
those who give gladly to cedar trees. Solomon knew the 
his work. Malachi 3: 10. beauty of the wood from that tree, 
Friday. The story of a time when for David’s palace in Jerusalem, 
| _ the people gave for God’s which was Solomon’s boyhood home, 
| house more than could be was made of cedar. Solomon also 
used. Exodus 35:29; 36: knew that Hiram and David had 
ae been great friends, and he felt sure 
Saturday. The joy of those who that the king who owned the forests 
give gladly to the Lord. of Lebanon would be glad to help in 
1 Chronicles 29: 9. the building of the temple for his 
Sunday. Those who give to the Lord friend’s sake. 
are laying up treasure in - THE TEMPLE 
heaven. Matthew 6: 19-21. The place which Solomon chose for 


the temple was on the eastern hill: of 


THE LESSON STORY the city. The temple itself was not a 


Solomon sends a message to Hiram, large building. There was no reason 
king of Tyre. 1 Kings 5: 1-6. why it should be, for it was not used 
Hiram is glad to do what Solomon as a gathering place for the people 


asks of him. 1 Kings 5: 7-10. as our churches are. The people wor- 
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shiped in the court outside. The 
temple had two rooms. ‘The entrance 
to the first was through a porch with 
high columns, and then through large 
folding doors made of cypress, carved 
and overlaid with gold. This room 
was nearly seventy feet long and 
about half as wide, and opened into 
an inner room, which was a perfect 
cube the width of the building. The 
doors into this room were of olive 
wood, beautifully carved with cher- 
ubim and palm trees and open flow- 
ers, and overlaid with gold. Inside 
the small room stood the Ark of the 
Covenant and on it were two figures 
of cherubim, with outstretched wings, 
facing each other. Everything about 
the temple, inside and out, was as 
beautiful as shining marble, gold, silver, 
polished woods, and fine carving could 
make it. The temple was surrounded 
_ by a court, in which stood a great rock, 
on which the sacrifices were offered. 
There was a laver which was so large 
that it was called a “brazen sea,’’ to 
hold the water which the priests used 
to wash their hands and feet while 
they were ministering in the court and 
temple. There were also ten smaller 
lavers, from which water was taken for 
washing the vessels and implements 
used in preparing the sacrifices. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 


What reason had Hiram for wishing 
to be Solomon’s friend? 


What did Solomon ask Hiram to do 
for him? 

Tell what Hiram said when he 
heard what Solomon was planning to 
do? 

How were the cedar logs sent from 
the Lebanon mountains to Jerusalem? 

In what way did Solomon pay for 
the wood? 

How long had Solomon been king 
when he began to build the temple? 


NOTEBOOK AND MAP WORK 

Put the map of Arabia, Syria, and 
Egypt on page 34. Trace on it the 
route by which the logs of cedar were 
taken from the Lebanon forests to 
Jerusalem. The port in Syria from 
which they were shipped was prob- 
ably Sidon, and the port in Palestine ~ 
where the rafts were broken up was 
Joppa. This is a city which is marked 
but not named on the map. You will 
find it on the coast northwest of Jeru- 
salem. The picture for this lesson 
shows the city of Jerusalem as it is 
to-day, when seen from the Mount of 
Olives. The building, with a dome 
that you can see so plainly, stands 
on what was the court of Solomon’s 
temple. You had a nearer view of it 
on the cover of your Work Book 
for Part 2 of last year, and on page 
45 of that book you were told of the 
great rock over which that dome is 
built. That is the very rock on which 
sacrifices were offered in Solomon’s 
day. 
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LESSON 16 
THE TEMPLE DEDICATED 
Memory Text: Psalm 96: 8, 9a 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 
Monday. God’s house is a place 
where men, women, and 
_ children go to learn what 
God wishes them to do. 
Deuteronomy 31:12, 13. 
Tuesday. People meet together in 
God’s house to praise him. 
Psalm 135: 1-3. 
Wednesday. God’s house is a place 
of prayer. Isaiah 56: 
6, 7. 

Thursday. One of the ways in 
which we worship God is 
by the offerings we bring 
to him with loving hearts. 
1 Chronicles 16:28, 29. 
(Compare these ‘verses 
with the memory texts.) 

Friday. The Spirit in which every one 

should go to church. Psalm 
122: 1. 

Saturday. The way in which every 
one should pray and sing 
in God’s house. 1 Corin- 
thians 14: 15. 

Sunday. A psalm of praise for God’s 

house. Psalm 100. 
THE LESSON STORY 
All the work of building the house of 
the Lord is finished. 1 Kings 7:51. 
Solomon calls all the leaders of the 
people to come to Jerusalem for the 


dedication of the temple. 
ees 

The ark is brought to the temple. 
1 Kings 8: 3-5. 

The priests carry the ark into the 
most holy place. 1 Kings 8: 6-9. 

The glory of the Lord fills the house. 
1 Kings 8: 10, 11. 

THE GREAT EVENT OF THE 
_ DEDICATION DAY 

~ You remember the story of the way 
in which King David and the princes 
of Israel brought the ark of the cov- 
enant to Jerusalem from the house of 
Obed-edom. That was a day of great 
joy, for it made the king and his people 
very happy to know that the ark, 
which was the sign of God’s presence’ 
with his people, was safe within the 
walls of their capital city. But the 
shelter for the ark at that time was 
only a tent, and every one probably 
felt, as David did, that it was not 
fitting that the king and his people 
should live in houses made of wood 
and stone, and the ark of God have 
only the curtains of a tent for its 
covering. That is the reason why the 
temple was planned and built; and 
now the great day had come when 
this beautiful building was to be 
given to the Lord, for whose worship 
it had been made. 

The ark was in its tent on the hill 


1 Kings 8: 
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of Zion, and a procession was formed 
to bring it to its new home. A great 
choir of singers, an orchestra of many 
instruments, and a hundred and 
twenty priests with trumpets filled 
the air with music. When the priests 
bearing the ark reached the court be- 
fore the temple, sacrifices were of- 
fered. Then the priests moved with 


their precious burden into the outer: 


room of the temple, and through it 
into the inner shrine, where it was 
hoped the ark of God would always 
remain under the outstretched wings 
of the cherubim. While this was being 
done inside the temple, out in the court 
the choir faced the temple and chanted: 
“O give thanks unto Jehovah; for he is 
good: ; ¢ 
For his lovingkindness endureth forever.” 
Then “the cloud filled the house of 
Jehovah, so that the priests could 
not stand to minister by reason of 
the cloud; for the glory of Jehovah 
filled the house of Jehovah.” 


THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES 

Following the dedication of the tem- 
ple, which lasted seven days, the 
king and his people celebrated the 
‘Feast of Tabernacles for another 
seven days. This was kept each year, 
and is still kept by the Jews, in mem- 
ory of the time when the people of 
Israel lived in tents in the wilderness. 
All the people lived for that week 
out-of-doors in booths made of the 
boughs of trees. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 

In the other story that we had of the 
moving of the ark we found that the 
choirs sang Psalm 24: 7-10. Can you 
think of any reason why it was appro- 
priate to sing that psalm then and 
not at this time? 

What was kept in the ark? 

Describe what happened when the 
ark was carried into the temple. 

What did the coming of the cloud 
mean to the king and his people? 


THOUGHT QUESTIONS 


Four ways in which we show our 
love for God when we go to worship 
in his house are mentioned in your 
daily readings. What are they? 

Do you take part in the service 
when you go to church? That is, do 
you read your part in the respon- 
sive service, sing the hymns, listen 
reverently to the prayers, give your 
offering with gladness, remember the 
text and look it up in your Bible? 
Ought you to listen to the sermon even 
if you cannot understand all of it? 


NOTEBOOK WORK 

The picture for this lesson illustrates 
1 Kings 8:22. If you would like to 
do so, instead of writing an outline of 
the things done during the dedication 
of the temple, you may either copy 
beside the picture the verse which it 
illustrates and the following one, or 
write the memory text. 


10 ot 
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LESSON 17 
THE VISIT OF THE QUEEN OF SHEBA 
Memory Texts: Matthew 6: 28, 29 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 


Monday. The earth is Jehovah’s. 

Psalm 24:1. 

The riches of the world are 

the Lord’s. Psalm 104: 24. 

Wednesday. The earth is full of the 

loving kindness of Je- 
hovah. Psalm 33:4, 5. 
Thursday. The Lord has all power 
and wisdom. Psalm 147:5. 
Friday. Every good thing which we 
have is a gift from God. 

James 1-17. 

Saturday. God wishes us to be glad 
and enjoy the good things 
which he has made. Psalm 
92:4. 

Sunday. The way in which God 

wishes us to use his good 
gifts. 1 Timothy 6:17-19, 


Tuesday. 


THE LESSON STORY 

In her faraway home the queen of 
Sheba hears wonderful stories of the 
wisdom of Solomon and goes to Jeru- 
salem that she may test him with 
hard questions. 1 Kings 10:1. 
Solomon is able to answer the ques- 
tions. 1 Kings 10:2, 3. 

The queen says that, though she 
had heard such great things of Solo- 


mon’s splendor, the half had not been 
told. 1 Kings 10:4-7. 


The king and queen exchange gifts, 
and the queen goes back to her own 
land. 1 Kings 10:8-13. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
: STORY 

Where did the queen of Sheba live? 
(See map of Arabia.) . 

For what purpose did she take so 
long a journey? 

What did she say of the riches and 
wisdom of Solomon? 

What things were brought in the 
ships of Hiram to increase the wealth 
of Solomon? It is thought that the 
“Almeg trees” mentioned in verse 11 
may have been sandalwood. 


THOUGHT QUESTIONS 
Did Solomon use his great wealth 
wisely? Give reasons for your an- 
swer. 
Which is more important, the num- 
ber of things that we have, or the way 
in which we use them? 


NOTEBOOK AND MAP WORK 

Trace on the map of Arabia the 
journey of the queen of Sheba from 
her own home to Jerusalem and back. 
In your notebook, after writing the 
title of the lesson, write some of the 
splendors which the queen of Sheba 
saw in Jerusalem. You will find 
many of them named in verses 14-29 
of the lesson story chapter. 
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LESSON 18 
WHY THE KINGDOM WAS DIVIDED 
Memory Text: Matthew 6: 33 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 
Monday. A Bible lesson in addition. 
2 Peter 1: 5-8. 
Tuesday. A Bible lesson in subtrac- 
tion. 1 Peter 2:1. 
Wednesday. Some things which will 
always multiply in the 
lives of those who serve 
God. 2 Peter 1:2. 
Thursday. A kind of division which 
Solomon tried, but which 
is never possible. Mat- 
thew 6: 24. 

Friday. The time when one should 
begin to serve the Lord. 
Ecclesiastes 12:1. 

Saturday. The true soldier in the 

Lord’s army will never 
give up the fight. 1 Go- 
rinthians 15: 58. 

Sunday. The reward of those who 
are true to the end. James 
1:12. 


THE LESSON STORY 

In his old age Solomon’s heart is 
turned away from the Lord his God. 
1 Kings 11:48. 

The Lord tells Solomon that his 
kingdom shall be divided and tells 
him why. 1 Kings 11: 9-13. 

A young man earns an important 
position by his industry. 1 Kings 11: 
26-28. 


The sign of a new garment torn. 
1 Kings 11: 29-31. 


THE OLD AGE OF KING SOLOMON 

Solomon, like all the kings of his 
time, had many wives. The women 
whom he married were not all of 
his own nation, but came from many 
different heathen countries. For them 
Solomon built temples and altars for 
the worship of their heathen gods. So 
it happened that while the king was 
going to the beautiful temple in Jeru- 
salem, which he had built for the 
worship of the true God, his wives 
and other members of his household 
were burning incense to idols right 
across from the temple on the Mount 
of Olives. It was bad enough for the 
king, who knew the true God, to 
build places for the worship of idols, 
but the saddest thing of all is to 
read, ‘‘For it came to pass, when Sol- 
omon was old, that his wives turned 
away his heart after their gods.” So 
the king, who might have been a 
really great man if he had been true, 
not only built altars for idols, but in 
the last days of his life bowed down 
and worshiped them. There was 
another sad thing about his old 
age, and that was that his own 
people did not really love him. 
Solomon required a large number of 
workmen for the building of the tem- 


12 * : 
ple and his own palaces, the walls of 
Jerusalem, and many garrisons and 
store cities. In order that these 
things might be accomplished, Solo- 
mon had many slaves who were 
compelled to swork-all the time’ with- 
out any pay and ‘at the hardest-kind 
of labor, in much the same way that 
the Israelites had been compelled to 
work in Egypt. There were also 
skilled workmen from other coun- 
tries, who were paid for their work. 
But besides all these, Solomon forced 
thirty thousand of his own people to 
work without pay one month out of 
three in the forests of Lebanon. These 
were divided into three companies of 
ten thousand men, each group work- 
ing @ month and then going home to 
stay two months. -It was not a pleas- 
ant thing for the men of Israel to have 
to work like slaves one third of every 
year, and many-became dissatisfied. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 
In what way was Solomon turned 
from the worship of the true God? 
Tell the story of the first time that 
God appeared to Solomon, and read 
of the second time in 1 Kings 9:1-9. - 
What did God say the third time 
he appeared to Solomon?’ 
Who was the young’ man whom 
Solomon made overseer of the men-of 
Ephraim and Manasseh (“the house 
of Joseph’’)? 


What was the Meaning of the ei 
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-ing into twelve pieces of the prophet 
Ahijah’s new robe? 


SEARCH QUESTIONS 

At what other time was the tearing 
of a garment made to mean the loss 
of a_kingdom? (1 Samuel 15:27, 28.) 

What was brought back:to Solomon 
by the ships that. he built and- sent 
out? (1 Kings 10:22.) 

What command did Solomon’s father 
give him at the beginning of his reign? 


(1 Chronicles 28: 9a.) 


What are some of the things that. 
Solomon did which show that he did 
not “serve the Lord with a perfect 
heart’? 

NOTEBOOK AND MAP WORK 

The picture for this ‘lesson “shows 
the slope of the Mount of Olives, with 
the altars and idols ‘to heathen gods 
which Solomon built there. ‘When you 
have pasted the picture on the page 
you may, if you~ wish, write “This 
shows why the kingdom was divided,” 
instead of using simply the title of the 
lesson. 

On the map of Arabia you will see 
that the Red Sea is divided into two 
parts. At the north end of the 
éastern arm of the Red Sea put the 
name Ezion-geber. That is the place 
where Solomon’s ships were built and 
launched. They sailed down the Red 
Sea, and on to far-away places to get 
magnificent and ‘costly things that 


Solomon coveted, but could not buy 


in his own land. 
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ee OUR NICHE 


HERE’S a niche for you in the world, 
my boy, 
74 A corner for you to fill; 
And it waits to-day 
) Along life's way 
AYZ) For the boy with a frank “I will 
So, lad, be true; 
The world wants you 
In the corner that you may fill. 


bbe} 
. 


There's a niche in the world for you, my 
girl, 
A corner for you to fill; 
And a work to do 
Which no one but you 
In God’s great plan can fill. 
So, dear, be true; 
The world wants you, 
And your place is waiting still. 
— Selected. 
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LESSON 19 


REHOBOAM AND HIS RIVAL JEROBOAM 
Memory Text: Proverbs 15:1 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 
Monday. A command which, if every 
one would obey it, would 
make this world a very 
much happier and better 
place. Psalm 37:8. 
Tuesday. Kind words are always 
pleasant and _ beautiful. 
Proverbs 16:23, 24; 25:11. 
Wednesday. Unkind words are like 
swords and arrows, be- 
cause they have power 
to hurt cruelly. Psalm 
64:3. 
Thursday. God’s law for all people. 
Zachariah 7:9, 10. 
Friday. The first quarrelsome word 
is like a little hole in a dyke. 
Proverbs 17: 14. 
Saturday. By our words, as well as 
by our deeds,. we show 
what we are. Luke 6:45. 
Sunday. A prayer for help that we 
may speak right words. 
Psalm 141:3. 


THE LESSON STORY 

Rehoboam is asked to answer a 
question. 1 Kings 12:1-5. 

The advice of the old men who had 
been Solomon’s counselors. 1 Kings 
12:6, 7. ; 

The advice of the young men. 
1 Kings 12:8-11. 


The answer given. 1 Kings 12: 
12-14. 

Rehoboam loses all his kingdom, ex- 
cept the tribe of Judah and the small 


tribe of Benjamin. 1 Kings 12: 15-20. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
j » STORY 
What question did the people ask of 
Rehoboam, and why did they ask it? 
What was the advice of the older 
men? 
What answer did the younger men 
tell Rehoboam to give to the people? 
Whose advice did he take? 


THOUGHT QUESTIONS 

Read Proverbs 16:32. Would you 
like to be greater than a hero who is 
strong and brave enough to capture 
a city? Are you growing stronger 
every day to keep back the hasty, 
angry words? 

NOTEBOOK AND MAP WORK 

On your map of Palestine draw a 
line a little north of Jerusalem from 
the Jordan River across to the Medi- 
terranean Sea. The country south of 
that line was known after this time 
as the kingdom of Judah, the country 
north as the kingdom of Israel. Re- 
hoboam went back to Jerusalem, and 
Jeroboam made Shechem the capital 
of the northern kingdom. The picture 
shows Shechem as it appears to-day. 
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LESSON 20 
KING AHAB AND THE PROPHET ELIJAH 
Memory Text: Psalm 46:1 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 
Monday. The voice of conscience 
which God gives to help us 
to walk in his way. Isaiah 
30:21. 
Tuesday. Some things that are found 
in God’s way: Gladness. 
; Psalm 97:11. 
Wednesday. Loving-kindness and 
truth. Psalm 25:10. 
Thursday. Courage. Proverbs 28:1. 
Friday. Love. 1 John 4:7, 8. 
Saturday. Honor. Proverbs 21:21. 
Sunday. The way grows brighter and 
better all the way to the 
end. Proverbs 4:18. 


THE LESSON STORY 

A prophet suddenly appears in the 
court of King Ahab with a message 
from the Lord. 1 Kings 17:1. 

The prophet hides for a time in a 
lonely ravine. 1 Kings 17: 2-7. 

The story of a jar of meal and a 
cruse of oil that did not fail. 1 Kings 
17: 8-16. 


A boy restored to life. 1 Kings 17: 
17-24. 


FROM JEROBOAM TO AHAB 


Between Jeroboam and Ahab there 
were five kings in Israel, if we count 
Zimri, who reigned only seven days. 


Se 


Omri, the father of Ahab, was an able 
man. One of the best things he did 
was to buy the hill shown in the picture 
for our last lesson. He made it his 
capital city and named it Samaria for 
Shemer, the man of whom he bought 
the ground. All these kings were evil, 
and led the people into wrong ways, but 
Ahab was worse than any of the others. 
He married a heathen woman named 
Jezebel, and built great temples for 
the horrid idols that she worshiped, 
and allowed her to persecute the 
prophets and others who would not 
bow to her gods. Ahab by himself 
would not have done some of the ter- 
rible things that Jezebel did or per- 
suaded him to do. But she ruled 
the king and he ruled the country, 
and so the people who were true to 
the God of their fathers had a very 
hard time. 

You can see what a brave man 
Elijah must have been to walk into 
the court of such a king and queen 
and say to them, ‘“‘As Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, liveth, before whom I 
stand, there shall not be dew nor 
rain these years, but according to my 
word.”” Ahab knew very well what 
the message of Elijah meant. The 
prophet’s stern manner showed that 
the drought he was predicting, and 
the famine that would follow, were 
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sent as a punishment for the sins of 
rulers and people. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 

What was the message that Elijah 
gave to Ahab? 

Where. did Elijah go after giving 
this message to the king? 

When the brook dried up where did 
the prophet go? 

What did he ask the widow at 
Zarephath to do for him? 

How were Elijah and the other 
people in the home of the widow pro- 
vided with food during the time of 
the famine? 


ELIJAH’S HIDING PLACE 
No one knows just where the Brook 
Cherith, Elijah’s hiding place, was, 
but most of the people who have 


tried to find out about it think that- 


it must have been on the eastern side 
of the Jordan. The picture that you 
have for this lesson shows a deep, 
rocky gorge, with a brook running 
through it. This gorge is the Wady 
Kelt, between Jerusalem and Jericho. 
The brook in it dries up in a time of 
severe drought, as the Brook Cherith 
did. The gorge is probably very like 
the one where Elijah hid, but it is 
quite certain that this is not the 
place. A good many years ago some 
men came to this lonely spot, no 
doubt thinking that it was the gorge 
of the Brook Cherith, and built 


a monastery against the steep cliff, 
which they named after Elijah. You 
ean see the building in the picture. 

In the centuries since the events 
happened of which the Bible tells 
there have been many people who 
have thought that they could please 
God best by going to some lonely 
place and spending their lives in 
prayer and study. Many have wished 
their retreat to-be in some place that 
is associated with one or more of the 
Bible stories. There is a building on 
Mount Sinai that was built centuries 
ago to be used in that way, and there 
are a great many such buildings in 
Palestine. Not all of these hermits, 
or monks, live in houses; many of 
them live in caves, as Elijah did while 
he stayed by the brook. 


NOTEBOOK AND MAP WORK 

Gilead, the country from which 
Elijah came, was east of the Jordan 
and extended from the Yarmuk River 
to the Dead Sea. Print the name 
Gilead in large letters where it belongs 
on your map of Palestine. 

Select a crayon of some color to 
stand for Elijah and mark Gilead 
where the prophet was born, Samaria 
where he delivered his message to 
the king, and Zarephath where he 
lived for three years. You can put 
a mark, if you wish, somewhere on the 
east side of the Jordan and not far 
from that river, to stand for the Brook 
Cherith. 
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LESSON 21 


THE CONTEST ON MOUNT CARMEL 
Memory Text: 1 Kings 18: 21, beginning with “How” 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 


Monday. Choose. Joshua 24:15. 

Tuesday. Confess. Luke 12:8, 9. 

Wednesday. Hear. 2 Timothy 3: 
16, 17. 

Thursday. Do. James 1: 22. 

Friday. Watch. 1 Corinthians 16: 

13. 
Saturday. Fight. 1 Timothy 6:12. 
Sunday. Overcome. Romans 12:21. 


THE LESSON STORY 

Ahab and Obadiah go out to search 
for food for the cattle. 1 Kings 18: 
3-6. 

Obadiah meets Elijah. 1 Kings 18: 
i Dy TNS, 

The prophet sees Ahab and asks 
him to summon the people to Mount 
Carmel. 1 Kings 18: 16-19. 

Elijah proposes a plan by which it 
is to be shown who is the true God. 
1 Kings 18 : 20-24. 

The prophets of Baal call in vain 
upon their god. 1 Kings 18: 25-29. 

Elijah prays and the answer comes. 
1 Kings 18 : 30-39. 

TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
. STORY 

What was God’s command to 
Elijah? 

What kind of man was Obadiah? 

Why was Obadiah afraid to go and 
tell Ahab that Elijah was there? 


Why had Ahab been seeking for 
Elijah? 

What did Ahab say to Elijah when 
they met? 

What was Elijah’s answer? 

How was the test made on Mount 
Carmel? 

How long did the prophets of Baal 
ery to their gods? 

How long was the prayer that 
Elijah offered? 

Describe the end of the contest. 


NOTEBOOK AND MAP WORK 
Mark Mount Carmel on the map of 
Palestine with the color you have 
chosen for Elijah. You know it is 
where the coast line juts out into 


_ the sea. The picture that we have 


was taken from the sea north of the 
mountain, but near the shore. Mount 
Carmel is a ridge about eight miles 
long. This is the lowest part of the 
mountain. At the eastern end it is 
seventeen hundred and forty-two feet 
high, but as it reaches toward the 
Mediterranean Sea it slopes down so 
that the promontory that pushes out 
into the sea is only five hundred and 
fifty-six feet in height. It is thought 
that the contest was on the higher or 
eastern end of the mountain, where 
there are still an altar and a well of 
water. 


STORIES OF THE KINGDOMS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH | 39 


LESSON 22 
ELIJAH AT HOREB 
Memory Text: Zechariah 4: 6b 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 


Monday. The greatness of our 
Father in heaven. Psalm 
8:3, 4. 

Tuesday. The way in which God has 
honored his children. Gen- 
esis 1: 26; Psalm 8: 5-9. 

Wednesday. God has work for each 

of us to do. John 9:4. 

Thursday. God will give strength for 
the work he asks us to do. 
Psalm 29: 11. 

Friday. He has promised to be with 

us always. Matthew 28: 
19, 20. 

Saturday. The triumphant song of 
all who work with God. 
Philippians 4: 13. 

Sunday. A song of praise to the 

Lord. Psalm 28:.7. 


WHEN THE RAIN CAME 

After the contest on Mount Carmel 
the prophets of Baal were slain. 
Elijah bowed himself in prayer to 
God for rain, and sent his servant to 
look off over the water and see if 
there were any signs of a coming 
storm. Six times the servant came 
back to say that he could find no 
cloud in the sky, but the seventh 
time he said, ‘Behold, there ariseth a 
cloud out of the sea, as small as a 
man’s hand.” Then the prophet knew 


that there would soon be rain, and 
told the king to hasten and get away 
in his chariot before the river Kishon 
should become a flood, through which 
he could not pass. Ahab started at 
once, and Elijah ran before’ the 
chariot. It was not long before the 
whole heavens were black with clouds, 
and then the rain came in torrents. 
When they reached Jezreel Elijah did 
not go in, but probably spent the 
night in some cave on Gilboa. 


THE LESSON STORY 

The queen, furious because her 
prophets have been slain, threatens 
Elijah. 1 Kings 19:1, 2. 

Elijah flees from the anger of the 
queen. 1 Kings 19:3, 4. 

An angel gives the weary prophet 
food and water. 1 Kings 19: 5-8. 

Elijah has a vision of the Lord in 
Horeb. 1 Kings 19: 9-14. 

The Lord gives Elijah some work 
to do for him. 1 Kings 19: 15-21. 


NOTEBOOK AND MAP WORK 

The picture shows the mountain 
that is called by the two names, 
Horeb and Sinai. On the map of 
Arabia mark this mountain with the 
color you have chosen for Elijah, and 
also on the map of Palestine locate 
Jezreel and mark it and Beersheba 
with the same color. 
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LESSON 23 


ONE PROPHET AGAINST FOUR HUNDRED 
Memory Text: Job 27: 4. 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 


Monday. Our God is a God of truth. 
Psalm 117. 
Tuesday. Jesus came to show us the 
truth of God. John 1:17, 
18; 14:6. 
Wednesday. What the God of truth 
wishes to see in his chil- 
dren. Psalm 51: 6. 
Thursday. A description of all who 
are deceitful and untrue. 
Isaiah 57:20; 59: 8. 
Friday. A picture of a noble char- 
f acter. Psalm 15: 1-3. 
Saturday. Those who love falsehood 
and practice deceit cannot 
enter the heavenly home- 
Revelation 22: 15. 
Sunday. A prayer for help in speak- 
ing the truth. (If you will 
make it your prayer mark 
the verse in your Bible.) 
Psalm 119: 29. 


JEHOSHAPHAT, KING OF JUDAH 

The kings of Israel and the kings of 
Judah had never been friendly from 
the time that the kingdom was di- 
vided. Jehoshaphat was a good king. 
He destroyed the altars of idols, and 
tried in every way to help his people 
to worship the true God and to do the 
right things.. He seems to have 
thought that the kings. of the two 


parts of the country ought to be 
friends, and evidently Ahab thought 
the same way. So it was decided that 
a son of Jehoshaphat should marry a 
daughter of Ahab, and Jehoshaphat 
went to Samaria to visit Ahab. While 
he was there Ahab concluded that 
this would be a good time for him to 
make war against the Syrians, with 
whom he had been at peace for three 


years. 
THE LESSON STORY 


Ahab plans to get back the city of 
Ramoth-gilead. 1 Kings 22: 1-4. 

Jehoshaphat asks that before they 
go to war they shall find out from the 
prophets what God would have them 
do. 1 Kings 22:5, 6. 

Jehoshaphat is not satisfied with the 
word of the four hundred, and another 
prophet is sent for. 1 Kings 22: 7-12. 

Micaiah at first mockingly says 
what the other prophets had said, 
and then gives a message which means 
that if the king goes to battle he 
will be killed and his people left with- 
out a leader. 1 Kings 22: 13-18. 

The faithful prophet is sent to 
prison. 1 Kings 22: 26-28. 

The battle and its result. 1 Kings 
22 : 29-37. 


PLACES CONNECTED WITH THE STORY 
Ramoth-gilead. It is not known 
just where this city was. Gilead was 
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the country east of the Jordan. Many 
people think that Ramoth-gilead must 
have been what is now known as 
Jerash, where there are ruins of 
many fine buildings. Jerash is about 
twenty-five miles in a direct line east 
of the Jordan and half way between 
the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee. 
Samaria: In Lesson 31 of last year 
you had a picture of an arched gate- 
way in a wall, through which the 
place where the city of Samaria once 
stood could be seen. The city was 
first built by King Omri, the father of 
Ahab. Our picture for this lesson 
shows the ruins of some marble col- 
umns which have stood there for 
nearly two thousand years. They are 
part of a marble colonnade a mile 
long, which once girdled the hill. 
TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 


What question did Ahab ask of the 
four hundred prophets? 

Why did he consult the prophets 
before going out to battle? 

In what way did Zedekiah act out 

i ecy? 
pete say about Micaiah? 

What was the meaning of Micaiah’s 
prophecy? 

Describe the batile. 

MICAIAH 

What we know of this brave man 
makes us wish that we might know 
more of his history. It is not easy for 
any one to go before a powerful king 
and tell him something that will be 


very unpleasant for him to hear. It 
was especially hard for Micaiah, be- 
cause four hundred men who claimed 
to be prophets of the Lord had prom- 
ised victory, and his message was of 
death. You may have wondered, 
after you read the story, why Jehosh- 
aphat would go into the battle after 
hearing what the prophet said. The 
reason probably was that Micaiah did 
not say that the Lord forbade their 
going into the fight; he said only that 
if they did go Ahab would be killed. 
It would be interesting to know 
where Elijah was at this time, and 
why he was not summoned, or even 
spoken of, when Jehoshaphat asked 
for another prophet. 


THOUGHT QUESTIONS 
What do you think Elijah would 
have done if he had been in Micaiah’s 
place? : 
Who was the greater hero, Ahab, 
who risked his life in battle, or 
Micaiah, who stood alone for the truth? 

Give reasons for both answers. 


NOTEBOOK AND MAP WORK 

Using different colored crayons for 
the two kings, trace the journey of 
Jehoshaphat to Samaria, and of Ahab 
and Jehoshaphat across the Jordan 
into Gilead, of Ahab back to Samaria, 
and of Jehoshaphat down to Jerusa- 
lem. In your notebook make Micaiah 
your hero, and write all that you can 
about him. 
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LESSON 24 
REVIEW 
Memory Texts: Proverbs 9: 103 2 Chronicles 2: 4a; Psalm 96: 8, 9a; Matthew 6: 28, 29, 333 
Proverbs 15:13; Psalm 46:1; 1 Kings 18: 21; Zechariah 4:6; Proverbs 12: 19 
A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD FOR YOU 
Monday. Reasons why we should study God’s Word. Psalm 119: 4, 9, 105. 
Tuesday. The law of Jehovah is perfect. Psalm 19:7. 
Wednesday. The precepts of Jehovah are right and pure. Psalm 19:8. 
Thursday. The judgments of Jehovah are true. Psalm 19:9. 
Friday. God’s Word should be loved and desired. Psalm 19: 10, 11. 
Saturday. God’s Word shall stand for ever. Isaiah 40:8. 
Sunday. A prayer that should be in the hearts of all who study God’s Word. 


Psalm 119: 18. 
THE MOABITE STONE 


If you could go to any one of the Bible lands to-day you would doubtless see 
Somewhere a group of men busily and eagerly digging in the soil of some mound. 
If you were to ask what they were doing you would be told that the mound has 
in it the ruins of an ancient city, and that the men are hoping to find among those 
ruins monuments or tablets which will help to a better understanding of the 
stories of the Bible. A great many interesting things have been found in this 
way—letters written on clay tablets, which were used in ancient times as we use 
writing paper; books of clay, and stones on which were recorded events in the 
life of some king. Among the last none is of greater interest than that which is 
called “The Moabite Stone.” This is of black basalt, three feet ten inches high, 
two feet broad, and fourteen and a half inches thick. The inscription on it is in 
the Pheenician language. This stone was discovered in 1868, by a German mis- 
sionary named Klein, at Dibon, which is twelve miles east of the Dead Sea, and 
almost on a line with Hebron. When M. Ganneau, the French consul at Jeru- 
salem, heard of this monument he determined to get possession of it for his 
government. But this was easier said than done, for the Bedouins, seeing that the 
stone was so eagerly sought after, determined that the foreigners should not have 
it. They almost killed an Arab who had been sent to copy the inscription, and 
then they built a great fire under the stone and poured cold water on it, splitting it 
into a large number of pieces, which they divided up among the families of 
their tribe for charms. M. Ganneau managed to buy many of the pieces of the 
stone from the people who had them. It would have been very difficult, if not 
impossible, to put these pieces together as they belonged, and to find out what had 
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been written on the pieces that could not be secured, if it had not been for some- 
thing that had been done before the stone was broken. M. Ganneau and Captain 
Warren had made paper pulp and covered the inscription on the stone with it, 
squeezing it into the characters, so that when the pulp dried and hardened it was 
a perfect cast of the stone. With this “squeeze” (as such casts are called) to go 
by, it was not so difficult to put the pieces together and translate the inscription. 
This M. Ganneau did, and the stone is now in the Louvre, in Paris. ~ 
The Moabite Stone was engraved and set up about 890 B. C. The inscrip- 
tion has thirty-four lines, of which the first twenty-one tell of the wars of King 
Mesha with Omri, Ahab, and others. The rest is about the public works of Mesha 
and his successful wars against the people of Edom. This is the translation of 
the first nine lines of the inscription: 
“I Mesha, am son of Chemosh-Gad, King of Moab, 
the Dibonite. My father reigned over Moab 30 years, and I reigned 
after my father. And I erected this stone to Chemosh (a stone of salvation), 
for he saved me from all despoilers, and let me see my desires upon all my 
enemies. 
Now Omri, King of Israel, he oppressed Moab many days, for Chemosh was 
: angry with his 
land. His son succeeded him, and he also said, I will oppress Moab. In my 
days he said (let us go) 
and I will see my desire on him and his house, and Israel said, I shall destroy it 
for ever. Now Omri took the land 
Medeba, and (the enemy) occupied it (in his days and in) all the days of his sons, 
Phat ; forty years. And Chemosh (had mercy) 


On it in my days.” 
Chemosh is the name of the idol that the Moabites worshiped. 


NOTEBOOK 

Think over all the stories of this quarter, and then write three deeds in your 
notebook—the one that you think is the bravest, the one that showed the greatest 
kindness of heart, and the one that seems to you to be the most wicked. On 
another page write Places and Events. Look over your maps and see what places 
have been connected with the stories, and then write the name of the place, and 
following it the name of something that happened there. Do this with as many 
places as you can get on the page. For instance, take Gibeon. It was there, 
you remember, that Solomon in a dream heard the Lord say, ‘Ask what I shall 
give thee.” So you would write the name of the place, and after it “Solomon’s 
dream and his choice of wisdom.” Put the picture of the Moabite Stone on 


page 33. 
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LESSON 25 
ELISHA BEGINS HIS WORK 
Memory Text: 2 Kings 2:9, beginning with ‘“‘Let’’ 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 
FOR YOU 


Monday. God has given us life that 
we may use it in good 
works. Ephesians 2: 10. 
Tuesday. Even a child is known by 
the things that he does. 
Proverbs 20: 11. 
Wednesday. Do your work faithfully. 
Mark 13: 34-36. 
Thursday. Put your whole heart in 
your work. Colossians 3: 
23. . 
Friday. Be happy in your work. 
Ecclesiastes 3:12, 13. 
Saturday. Some day the Father who 
gave us our task will 
judge our work.  Eccle- 
siastes 12: 14. 
Sunday. The reward of those who do 
their work faithfully. Mat- 
thew 25: 21. 


ELIJAH AND ELISHA 

Elisha, with eleven of his father’s 
servants, was plowing in a field. Sud- 
denly a strange looking man, having 
long, shaggy hair and wearing a 
shaggy coat, came along the road. 
Without saying a word, he walked up 
to Elisha, threw his mantle over the 
shoulders of the young man, and then 
walked away. Elisha knew very well 
what that meant. It was as if- Elijah 
_had said, “(Come with me and be my 


helper.” For a moment Elisha hesi- 
tated. Could he leave his father’s 
house and all the people whom he 
loved and go with Elijah to live the 
life of a prophet? The question was 
soon decided, for Elisha knew that it 
was the call of God, and he wished to 
do what his Lord asked of him. Run- 
ning after Elijah, he said, ‘‘Let me 
stay long enough to bid my father 
and mother and friends good-by, and 
when I have done that I will go with 
you.”” Then he went back, unyoked 
his oxen, killed them, used the plow 
and yoke to make a fire with which to 
roast the meat, and gave a farewell 
feast to all his friends. After that 
Elisha went to live with Elijah, and 
did all the things for him that a loving 
s0n would do for his father. 
PLACES CONNECTED WITH THE 
STORY ; 
Gilgal. This is not the place do 
near the Jordan which you will find 
mentioned in Joshua 4:19. This one 
is in the mountains north of Bethel. 
Bethel. The name of this place was 
Luz, but Jacob, fleeing from his 
father’s house, spent a night there, 
and in the morning he changed the 
name of the place to Bethel, which 
means “House of God.” If you do 
not remember why he gave the place 
that name read Genesis 28: 10-19. 
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Jericho. This was destroyed when 
the Israelites entered Canaan. See 
Joshua 6:1-20. It had been rebuilt 
during the reign of Ahab, and there, 
as at Gilgal and at Bethel, there was 
a “school of the prophets.” These 
schools were started by Samuel, and 
in them many young men lived and 
were taught by Elijah, who often 
visited the different schools. 


THE LESSON STORY 

Elijah, knowing that he is soon to 
go to the heavenly home, makes a 
last visit to three schools of the 
prophets. 2 Kings 2: 1-5. 

Elijah and his faithful and loving 
helper go across the Jordan together. 
2 Kings 2: 6-8. , 

Elijah is taken to heaven, as was 
Enoch, without dying. 2 Kings 2: 
9-12. 


2: 138-15. 

The young prophets try to find 
Elijah’s body that they may bury it. 
2 Kings 2: 16-18. 

Elisha makes the bitter water of the 
spring of Jericho sweet and pure. 
2 Kings 2: 19-22. 


TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 
What did Elijah say to Elisha each 
time they left one place and went to 
another? 
Can you think of any reason why 
Elisha should insist on going on with 
his teacher and friend? 


Elisha goes back to Jericho. 2 Kings 


Describe what the fifty young men 
saw who were watching Elisha and 
Elijah as they went away from 
Jericho? 

What question did Elijah ask of his 
helper? 

What was Elisha’s answer? 

Describe the way in which Elijah 
was taken to heaven. 

What did the fifty young men say 
when they saw Elisha walk over the 
Jordan on dry land? 

What did Elisha do for the people 
of Jericho? 


NOTEBOOK AND MAP WORK 

On the map mark with Elijah’s 
color the places mentioned in this 
lesson. ‘Trace his journey from Jer- 
icho across the Jordan. Choose a 
color for Elisha. On your map of 
Palestine lay a ruler across the map 
from east to west so that the upper 
side touches Samaria. About a quar- 
ter of an inch west of where the ruler 
touches the Jordan, and the same 
distance north of the ruler, make a 
mark for the place where Elisha lived 
before he went with Elijah. The 
name of the place was Abel-Meholah. 
Mark the places mentioned in this 
story with Elisha’s color also, and 
trace his journey across the Jordan 
with Elijah and back to Jericho again, 
In your notebook write the memory 
text under the title of the lesson. 
The picture shows the fountain near 
Jericho which Elisha made pure. 
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LESSON 26 
NAAMAN AND GEHAZI 


Memory Text: Leviticus 19:11. Review Proverbs 28: 13 


A DAILY MESSAGE FROM THE WORD 

= FOR YOU 

Monday. Jesus warns us to be care- 
ful about wishing for things 
that belong to other people. 

’ Luke 12:15. 

Love of money tempts 
people to do the kind of 
things that cause sorrow 
and suffering. 1 Timothy 
6: 10. 

Wednesday. Our Father tells us to 
be content with what he 
gives us. Hebrews 13:5. 

Those who love God and 

are satisfied with his good 

gifts are the happiest of 
all people. 1 Timothy 

6:6. 

Friday. A lie is an abomination to 

God. Proverbs 12: 22. 

Saturday. Three commands, all of 
which were broken by 
Gehazi. Leviticus 19:11. 

Nothing that is gained by 

wrongdoing will be of any 

real profit to the one who 

gets it. Matthew 16: 26. 


Tuesday. 


Thursday. 


Sunday. 


THE LESSON STORY 
A> great captain: who was suffering 
with a terrible disease. 2 Kings 5:1. 


A slave girl who had a kind heart. 
2 Kings 5:2, 3. 


The king sends his captain to Israel 
to be cured of the leprosy. 2 Kings 
5: 4-7. 

Naaman, through pride and anger, 
comes very near failing to get what 
he had traveled so far to seek. 
2 Kings 5: 8-14. 

Elisha refuses the gifts which the 
grateful captain offers him. 2 Kings 
5: 15-19. 

Gehazi first covets, and then lies, 
and deceives to secure the things he 
wants. 2 Kings 5: 20-24. 

The punishment of the guilty serv- 
ant. 2 Kings 5: 25-27. 


PLACES CONNECTED WITH THE 
STORY 


Syria. The country northeast of 
the land of Israel. The chief city was 
Damascus, the oldest living city in 
the world to-day. Abraham’s servant 
Eliezer was born in Damascus. The 


‘king referred to in the first verse is 


Ben-hadad II, who very often sent 
his armies into the kingdom of Israel 
to bring away people for slaves, and 
cattle and other spoil. It was in one 
of the raids made by Ben-hadad’s 
army that the little girl of our 
story was taken from her home and 
friends. 

Samaria. ‘This city, the capital of 
Israel, was, of course, the place where 
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the king lived. It was there that 
Elisha also had his home. 

The Jordan River. The Jordan has 
always been a muddy river. Naaman 
knew just how unlovely it was com- 
pared with the beautiful rivers of his 
own land, so it is no wonder that he 
thought it strange to be asked to 
bathe in such a stream. 

THE DISEASE CALLED LEPROSY 

Among the Jews the laws about 
leprosy were very strict. It was 
thought to be contagious, and so peo- 
ple who had the disease were com- 
pelled to live outside the cities and 
away from every one, except other 
lepers. In Syria there were no such 
laws. Naaman lived with his family 
when at home, and with his soldiers 
when he was on a campaign; and we 
are told that the king “leaned on his 
arm” when he went to the house of 
his idol to worship. But though it 
did not separate the captain from his 
friends, leprosy is so dreadful, and 
the suffering it causes so great, that 
it was a deep sorrow to all the people 
who loved Naaman when they knew 
that he had this incurable disease. 

TO TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
STORY 

How did the little maid from Israel 
show that she had a kind heart? 

Whom did the maid mean when she 
said, “The prophet that is in Sa- 
maria’? 

To whom did the king of Syria send 
the letter? 


How did the king of Israel feel 
when he read that letter? 

Tell what happened when Naaman 
went to Elisha’s house. 

What do you think was Elisha’s 
reason for refusing to receive the gifts 
from Naaman? 

What temptation came to Gehazi? 

What did he do? 

What was his punishment? 


FOR CLASS DISCUSSION, 


If you were asked this question, 
“Is there any such thing as a white 
lie?” how would you answer it? 
What reasons can you give for your 
answer? Write on paper and take to 
class on Sunday a list of the tempta- 
tions to deceit and dishonesty which 
you think come most often to boys 
and girls to-day. 


NOTEBOOK WORK 

If you have two pages left in your 
book you can put the first Picture on 
the left side of the first page, and 
beside it write the story it illustrates. 
On the other page you can use the 
second picture and write the rest of 
the story there. If you have room 
write the memory text also on the 
second page. 

Locate Samaria on the map of 
Arabia. Trace the journey of Naa- 
man from Damascus to Samaria and 
to the Jordan and back to Samaria, 
and then to Damascus again. Mark 
Samaria with the color that stands 
for Elisha. 
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PRAISE HYMN 
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the beau-ty of the earth, For the beau-ty of the skies, 
the beau-ty of each hour Of the day and of the night, 
the joy of hu-man love,  Broth-er, sis- ter, par --ent, child, 
Thy church, that ev - er- more Lift - eth _ ho - ly hands a- bove, 
Thy- self; best Gift Di-vinel To our race so free - Iv given; 
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For the love which from our birth O - ver and a-round us lies, 
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Hill and vale, and tree and flower, Sun andmoon, and stars ‘of light, 
Friends on earth, and friends a - bove; For all gen- tle thoughts and mild, 
Of - fring up on ev-ery shore Her pure sac ~- ri- fice of love, 

For that great,great love of Thine, Peace on earth, and joy in heaven, 


Christ our God, to Thee we raise, This our hymn of grate-ful praise. A- men. 
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